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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 4th 
March 2025 at 7.00pm at Longford Village Hall 

 
 
1. Attendance noted as  

Cllrs C Young (Chair), C Byers (Vice-Chair), G Bocking, L Gough, R Harris 
Also present: Mrs J Shirley (Clerk) 
Members of public present: One member of public. 
Apologies: Cllr K Doherty, Borough Cllr S Hands 

2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda 
None. 

3. Approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2025. 
Council resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2025.  Proposed 
by Cllr Gough, seconded by Cllr Byers, all in favour. 

4. There were no applications to fill two councillor vacancies by Co-option. 
5. There were no outstanding items from the last meeting not already on the agenda.   
 
Public Participation 
One person present that had comments relating to the football club that would be invited to speak 
at the agenda item.  
 
Report from County Councillor: no report. 
 
Report from Borough Councillor:  no report.  
 
6. Flooding 

a) Emergency Plan update: the digital copy of the latest version is not available and so the 
amendments on version 2 need to be re-drafted.  Action: Clerk to contact GRCC to 
arrange a working group meeting to update the draft; Clerk to attend the meeting to capture 
the amendments. 

b) There were no updates on the requested flood gate on Sandhurst Lane. 
 

7. Finance / Procedures 
a) Council received the latest bank reconciliations and budget versus spend report for the 

2024/25 accounts. 
b) Council noted that the checks of the accounts had been carried out by Cllr Young and Cllr 

Doherty, with a recommendation that bank statements are circulated with the bank 
reconciliations in the meeting packs (redacting the clerk’s address). 

c) Council agreed the quote to move the village hall light (installed to light the path to Victoria 
Court) at a cost of £150+VAT.  Action: Clerk. 

d) Council agreed the conversion of the strimmer into a brushcutter and carry out service, 
estimated £100. Action: Cllr Byers. 

e) Council agreed the quote to weed spray the roadside kerbs in Longford – 3 applications at 
a cost of £415 per application. Action: Clerk. 

f) Council confirmed the annual donation to Severn Area Rescue Association of £250.  
Action: Clerk. 

g) There were no new invoices for payment.     
 

8. Parks, Open Spaces & Allotments  
a) Council received an update on the project activities to fulfil the grant conditions of the 

Tewkesbury Borough Council orchard grant; the boulder has been ordered, 44 trees are 
ordered (31 planted to date), artwork for the information board has been drafted and 
amendments agreed.  It was decided that A2 would be ample size for the information 
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board.  Action: Clerk.  Sign will also be needed for the trees by the village hall, Cllr Byers 
suggested “Village Hall Orchard” on a small sign; Action Clerk to request a quote for 
Council consideration. 

b) Council received a general update on the community orchard. 
c) Council reviewed the ground maintenance contract for 2025 (year 2 of 3-year contract).  

Cllr Byers would like the annual contract to include a supply of wood-chip to the orchard in 
November. Plus regularly keep clear the corner of the field by Teasel Close/Hayes Court.  
Also, request a twice annual strim (June and August) around the trees in the orchard.  
Action: Clerk to contact the contractor for the cost for Council consideration. 

d) The next working party date will be arranged once the tree delivery is confirmed. Action: 
Cllr Byers. 

e) Council discussed the request for a flagpole; preferably located near the village hall for the 
display of the Gloucestershire flag, and the Union flag on occasion.  Action: Clerk to find 
out prices for installation of a flagpole and any planning requirements required. 

f) Council discussed the purchase and installation of a Remembrance Day memorial bench 
and noted that Council has previously agreed a memorial bench for Phil Awford in the 
community orchard.  There is a memorial tree and plaque already on the field in memory of 
Phil Awford, and there is already a bench in the orchard.  It was resolved not to proceed 
with any new benches in the orchard.   

g) Council resolved the wording for the memorial stone in the wildflower area – proposed 
wording “This wildflower garden was created to honour and remember all who have been 
lost from Longford”.  Action: Clerk to arrange the sign to fit on the memorial stone. 

h) Council received an update regarding the storage unit for Longford Football Club at the 
playing field.  The playing field agreement was amended to include the option to extend the 
agreement period and include a clause regarding the lack of car parking provision. Action: 
Clerk. 

i) Council discussed methods to improve the fencing at the allotments to deter deer from 
entering the site and eating crops. Action: Clerk to request quotes for a deer-proof fence. 

 
9. Gloucestershire Association of Parish and Town Councils (GAPTC) 

a) Council had no objection to GAPTC’s transition to a Company Limited by Guarantee  
b) Council had no objection to GAPTC name change to Gloucestershire Association of Local 

Councils (GALC)  
c) Cllr Young, Cllr Byers and Cllr Harris will attend the Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) 

of GAPTC to be held on Tuesday 18 March via Zoom at which a decision on these two 
recommendations will be made. 

 
10. Planning 

a) There were two planning applications received since publication of the agenda to consider: 
o 25/00135/PDAD - 112 Tewkesbury Road Longford.  Object with comments: 

Concerns about the property being in flood zone 2, The inspector at the Twigworth 
appeal stated that flood zone 2 should be considered as flood zone 3 with the 
climate change. 
Also concerns about the connection into the existing sewage system and request 
that the condition 12 from Chestnut Tree Farm planning decision be applied if 
Tewkesbury BC is minded to approve the plans: 

▪ Prior to the commencement of development, drainage plans for the disposal 
of foul water shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the local 
planning authority. These details will be consistent with the principle that no 
dwelling is to connect to the public sewer (for foul sewage only) until 
upgrades have been carried out to the public sewerage system. The 
submitted details will also ensure that no surface water is to be discharged 
into the public sewerage system. None of the dwellings hereby approved 
shall be first occupied until the foul water drainage scheme has been 
implemented in accordance with the approved details.   
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o 25/00142/FUL - 12 Clock Tower Road Longford. No objection. 
 
11. Highways 

a) Cllr Harris reported there was no updates from the Road Safety Working Group.  
 

12. To receive reports from representatives for information only: 

• Allotments: there will be at least 2 plots available from 1st April and no waiting list. 

• Finance: no further updates. 

• Personnel: Clerk’s appraisal to be arranged by May. 

• Playing Field: Longford Football Club Youth Section are arranging a football 
tournament on 14th June.  

• Village Hall: Cllr Young reported from the latest village hall meeting.  
 

Next Meeting to be held on Tuesday 1st April 2025 at 7.00pm  
Deadline for agenda items is 25th March 2025.  Agenda items to include: play surface under the 
cradle swings needs replacing.  New litter and dog waste bins for the playing field. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.25pm. 


